Confirmation Information for Parents

Checklist of Requirements and Dates
· Attend religious education/religion classes

· Attend Student Confirmation Session – Sunday, November 20, 2011, 6:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m. in the Parish Center

· Confirmation Saint Research Project due December 19, 2011

· Attend Student, Parent, and Sponsor Confirmation Session – Sunday, January 29, 2012, 6:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m. in the Parish Center

· Sponsor Form(s) due by January 29, 2012

· Letter of Intent to Msgr. Connell due by January 29, 2012

· Turn in Confirmation Retreat permission slip by January 29, 2012

· At least 14 hours of community service due March 1, 2012

· Attend Confirmation Retreat - Sunday, March 11, 2012, 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. at Villa Maria Education Center, Villa Maria, PA

· Attend Confirmation Practice – Sunday, Sunday, March 18, 2012, 6:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m. in the Church Sanctuary; sponsor (or a parent must attend practice with student)
· Reconciliation should be received again before receiving Confirmation

· Sacrament of Confirmation – Sunday, March 25, 2012, 3:00 p.m. (students and sponsors seated by 2:30 p.m.)

PLEASE NOTE: The Diocese of Youngstown mandates the above sessions (Nov. 20 and Jan. 29) and retreat as preparation for Confirmation Candidates in addition to the curriculum for Parish or School Religious Education.  Please mark these on your calendar and plan on your Confirmation candidate attending these sessions.
Retreat Info

· Sunday, March 11, 2012, 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. at Villa Maria Education Center, Villa Maria, PA

· Students check in at school entrance by 9:00 a.m.

· Buses will depart Holy Family at 9:30 a.m.

· Family Mass at the Villa at 3:00 p.m.

· Parents/guardians responsible for transportation home after retreat/Mass

Reconciliation in Preparation for Confirmation 
· Advent Communal Penance Service: Sunday, December 11, 3:00 p.m. at St. Charles Parish
        
· Lenten Communal Penance Service: Wednesday, March 21, 

· Individual Confessions: Every Saturday at Holy Family Parish from 3:00-3:30 p.m.
Service Hours

Community service hours are expected for students preparing for Confirmation as a way to more clearly live out their commitment to following Jesus and as a way to participate more fully in the ongoing ministry of the adult community. The Diocese of Youngstown mandates a minimum of 14 hours of community building, service-type activities for Confirmation Candidates. These hours do not have to be fulfilled at our parish level, although we always welcome student involvement.  Suggested service opportunities are listed in this packet.
· “Souper” Bowl of Caring Project – Saturday and Sunday, February 4 & 5, 2012, after all Masses

Dress Attire

The Sacrament of Confirmation is a once-in-a-lifetime special event. We request that you adhere to the following guidelines and thank you for your cooperation in helping your son or daughter dress appropriately:

Young Ladies

· Clothing should cover shoulder (if you wear a sleeveless top or dress, please wear a jacket or cardigan over it), midriff, and most of your thighs when seated

· Please wear hosiery (even with open-toed shoes) and appropriate garments


· No jeans, denim or tennis shoes

Gentlemen

· Sport coats or suits are not required

· Dress-type pants and shirt/tie or shirt/sweater are appropriate

· No jeans, denim or tennis shoes

· Your clothing should cover your boxers and other undergarments 

Weather Considerations  

March could bring us a beautiful day or a not-so-beautiful day. If outer coats are needed, you child’s coat and belongings will be left in the Parish Center. They are not permitted to carry their belongings during the procession. There will not be enough room in the seats where the Confirmation candidates are seated.

Physical Wellness

· Please make sure your child has had enough sleep the night before Confirmation.

· Make sure your child has had a balanced breakfast and lunch the day of Confirmation.

· If your child has a need for medication, please be sure the medications are given on schedule.

Family Involvement

Faith formation is family-centered; please work with your student at home as s/he prepares to receive the Sacrament of Confirmation. It is the responsibility of the 

Confirmation Candidate, family and sponsor to prepare for the Sacrament of Confirmation.  You can do this by asking your child how s/he feels about being confirmed; what excites him/her about it; what is s/he learning in classes; etc.  You can also review some of the basics of the Catholic faith with him/her.
Here are some of the basics that the confirmandi (Confirmation candidates) may be asked to master for Confirmation:

· The Seven Gifts of the Holy Spirit

· The Beatitudes

· Ten Commandments

· Seven Sacraments 

· I Want to be Confirmed Because…..

· The Apostles’ Creed

· The Lord’s Prayer

· The Hail Mary

· The Act of Contrition (Prayer of Sorrow)

· The Corporal and Spiritual Works of Mercy

· The Fruits of the Holy Spirit

For assistance in finding some of this material, go to the parish webpage (www.holyfamilypoland.org) and click on “Links.”  There you will find a wide range of links for all things Catholic.

Beyond the Confirmation Ceremony
Please remind your son or daughter that he or she is choosing to become a full member of our Catholic Christian community.  Confirmation is not the “final destination” of faith formation. Confirmation, along with Baptism and Eucharist, is one of the Sacraments of Initiation. “The reception of the sacrament of Confirmation is necessary for the completion of baptismal grace,” (CCC 1285). Confirmation prepares a person for full and active participation in the life of the church. Faith formation through the Parish and School Religious Education programs continues following Confirmation in the form of Sunday Mass attendance, daily prayer, Youth Ministry, Bible studies, independent study, etc.

From the Diocesan Guidelines

Readiness of Candidates 
· Candidates are required to be baptized Catholic (Canon 889.1). The parish will


secure proof of baptism.

· The sacrament must be duly and reasonably requested by the candidate (Canon 885.1). A Letter of Intent is required. 
· Persons requesting Confirmation will have been in a catechetical learning 


environment prior to and including grade 8.

· The pastor will have the final responsibility in determining, within diocesan


guidelines, the readiness of the candidate to celebrate the sacrament.

Suitable Sponsors 
· In order to more clearly express the relationship between Baptism and Confirmation, it is desirable that the godparent at Baptism also be the Confirmation Sponsor. However, in practice, this is sometimes not possible


(Rite of Confirmation, 5).

· Sponsors must be participating in the sacramental life of the church, and have been fully initiated (i.e., who have themselves received the Sacraments of Baptism, Confirmation and Holy Eucharist, Canon 874.2).

· Sponsors must be at least 16 years of age (Canon 874.5).

· Parents may not be sponsors for the Confirmation of their own children (Canon 874.5).

· Sponsor eligibility will be verified in advance according to the norms of canon law. Holy Family parishioners do not need a sponsor certificate. Sponsors from other parishes need to obtain a sponsor certificate from their parish promptly.
Suitable Names for Confirmation 
· A candidate may use their baptismal name for Confirmation.

· The selection of another name for Confirmation is respected. The name given must not be foreign to Christian sensibilities (Canon 855).

