


October 19, 2011
Dear 8th Grade Students,
As you continue to prepare for the Sacrament of Confirmation, there are a few things that you will need to do besides attending Holy Family School or CCD:
1.  14 Service Hours
The Diocese requires Confirmation candidates to do at least 14 hours of community building, service, and worship experience as a way of living out your commitment to be a follower of Jesus and as a means of participating in the ongoing ministry of the adult community.  Suggestions are listed on the back of this letter, and the Service Form is attached.  After you perform an act of service, present the Service Form to the adult in charge and ask them to fill it out.  You can have a form filled out for any act of service you have done since the beginning of your 8th grade school year.  Please return all service hour forms to me by March 1, 2012.  
2.  Letter of Intent
       Confirmation is not a Sacrament that you simply receive because you are in 8th grade; you have to ask to be confirmed.  To do this, you need to write a Letter of Intent to Msgr. Connell, which should be turned in to me by January 29, 2012.  Your Letter of Intent should include the following points:
· Please begin with “Dear Monsignor Connell,”
· Your letter should include why you feel you are ready to be confirmed.  Tell Monsignor how  you know you are ready to become a full member of the Catholic Church  
· Explain what your Catholic faith means to you
· Your letter should be one side of the page and can be hand-written or typed
3. Confirmation Saint Research Project
Significant life changes are often marked with a name change (Abram becomes Abraham, Simon becomes Peter, Josef Ratzinger become Benedict XVI, etc).  For your Confirmation, you also will choose a Confirmation Name that should also represent a Saint that you want to be like or find inspiring.  You will need to choose a Saint and fill out the attached form with info about your Saint.  Please hand in your Confirmation Saint Research Project to me by December 19, 2011.
If you have any questions about any of the Confirmation requirements, please feel free to email me (jasongawaldo@yahoo.com) or call me (330-757-1545, ext 24).  
God Bless,



Mr. Jason Gawaldo
Director of Religious Education
