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Dear Parents and Guardians of Holy Family Youth Choir and Youngstown Diocese Youth Choir Members – Past and Present – 

A big event for our choir is approaching:  Our participation in the American Federation of Pueri Cantores Youth Choir Festival at Saint Bernard’s Church in Pittsburgh – a wonderful event your students will always remember!  It is open to all students grades 3-12.  

Here are some of the details:

WHO:	All students who attend Tuesday or Wednesday rehearsals are being prepared for this festival.  Past members will be welcomed!  A notice is going out in the Exponent to invite other interested students from other Youngstown Diocese churches to participate as well.  They are being invited to Wednesday rehearsals at Holy Family Church.  Students wishing to participate must attend rehearsals and must submit permission forms (distributed at rehearsal).

WHAT:  A day-long festival and Mass (5:00 PM) featuring all participating choirs.  Our choir will also sing, by themselves, in a prelude piece before Mass.  The students will also be treated to a stop at McDonald’s on the ride home.  During the day, the choirs will rehearse with renown conductor, Christine Jordanoff, and will have opportunity to get to know other students from Catholic youth choirs in the dioceses of Pittsburgh, Erie, Altoona-Johnstown, Greenburg, Wheeling, and Steubenville.

WHEN:  SATURDAY, MARCH 10, 2012.  We will board a bus at Holy Family at 9:00 AM for the hour drive to the Pittsburgh area.  We plan to return at approximately 8:30 PM to the church where parents can pick up their students.  

WHERE:  The festival and Mass (5:00 PM Vigil Mass for the weekend) will be held at Saint Bernard’s Church  - 311 Washington Road Pittsburgh, PA 15216.  Parents and families are welcome to join the students at 5:00 PM Mass which is the culmination of the festival.  

COST:  THERE IS NO COST FOR ANY STUDENT TO PARTICIPATE.  STUDENTS DO NOT NEED TO BRING MONEY.  If you wish to make a contribution to help fund this event, you may make checks payable to me.  We are funding the participation cost of $20 per student and flat cost of $125 per choir.  

A PERMISSION SLIP WILL BE REQUIRED.  The permission form will be sent home with students at rehearsals.  

ATTIRE:  Students should dress comfortably for the day-long event.  Jeans are fine!  For Mass, however, white/off-white tops with dark/black/navy/gray slacks or skirts are required.  Dress shoes should be worn, if possible.  A good option for dress might be this:  Wear dark slacks/skirts for the entire day and bring a fresh white/off-white top to change into prior to Mass.  

FOOD:  All food including morning snack, pizza lunch, afternoon snack, and supper at McDonalds will be provided.  

CHAPERONES:  Approximately 7 chaperones will be needed.  Only chaperones who have been fingerprinted and screened by the Diocese of Youngstown will be permitted to accompany the students.  Please let me know if you are interested!  

CELL PHONES:  Will be permitted.  Cell phones must be turned off and put away during rehearsals and the Mass.  

CONDUCTOR:  Christine Jordanoff is Chairman of Choral Studies at Duquesne University and Director of the Children’s Festival Chorus in Pittsburgh, PA.  

SEE ALSO THIS WEBSITE FOR INFORMATION ON PUERI CANTORES AND THE  PITTSBURGH FESTIVAL:  www.puericantores.com

I wanted to get this data out to you so you could know more about the festival in advance.  It is already on your HFYC schedule!  
Your questions and comments are always welcome!  

May God bless you for supporting your students in the life of our Church!
Barb
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